7th Grade Summer Reading List and Assignments

The Galloway School
2013-2014
1. Read the following two books and create a Response Journal for one of them. Refer to the attached page for the kinds of responses to make about your novel. In addition highlight vocabulary and interesting passages as you read. 
· The Evolution of Calpurnia Tate, Jacqueline Kelly

· Dark Water Rising, Marian Hale
2. Read at least two of the following selections and highlight important points and be prepared to use the novels in assignments during the first part of the school year. 
· Running Out of Time, Haddix
· Where the Broken Heart Still Beats:  The Story of Cynthia Ann Parker, Carolyn Meyer
· Once Upon a Marigold, Jean Ferris
· The Outsiders, S. E. Hinton

3. These assignments will count as your first major grades in Language Arts and Social Studies at the beginning of next year.

Enjoy!

Response Journal Instructions
Using a sectioned spiral notebook,  a composition book, or your word processing program, create a Response Journal for your Summer Reading. As you read each chapter in your chosen novel, highlight important vocabulary and create a response to your reading using the good readers’ list below. You must create at least one response for each chapter in addition to highlighting the vocabulary. 

The list below will help you identify the kinds of responses that are appropriate. The response for each chapter should come from this list but does not have to be the same for each chapter. For example you might write a paragraphed response for one chapter and create a graphic organizer on character or setting for another. Or if one chapter is full of figurative language, your response might include examples and interpretations of this language—similes, metaphors, personification.... 

Write neatly in blue or black pen or type your response. Your response should be complete, thoughtful, specific, original, and accurate. When you quote from your novel, be sure to include the page # for the quote. You are encouraged to use graphic organizers such as charts, timelines, webs, etc. in your journal. Sketches of character or the setting are also encouraged as an enhancement to your journal. 

Tools for Good Readers

· Keep a list of unfamiliar vocabulary and its meaning in the context. 

· Identify important problems, events, ideas, and themes in the book and respond to them.

· Think about the importance of the story’s setting and comment on how it affects the story or how it changes. 

· Pay attention to characters, their motives, and how they change. Create a character web for at least two main characters. Include the character’s physical description, feelings, statements, and things others think or say about him/her.  

· Highlight and keep a list of examples of good style—alliteration, metaphor, symbolism, etc.

· Identify and comment on the author’s purpose and point of view. How could the story have been different if told from another point of view?

· Examine the book’s tone and mood. How does it affect the story? How did it affect you?

· Think about how the story is organized (chronologically, cause and effect, etc.)

· Use your thinking ability to look deeply into the story. Predict, infer, distinguish between fact/opinion, etc.

· Compare the book with other books you have read. Rate it.

· Write about your personal reaction to the novel, its characters, plot, setting… 

Remember you will not use every one of these tools with every chapter. Instead use them as springboards for your thinking. You will be graded on the thoughtfulness of your journal and evidence and quotes in it that show your understanding of the novel. 
